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. A Law to provide fo.rcertain Reproductive Rights of women
and otherreIatedMatters. . . ..

.BE IT ENAcTED by the Imo state House of AssembIy as
foIIows: . . .

.1.This Law may be cited as the women'$ Reproductive

. Rights Law1 2oGqand shaII come into force on the
2.In this Law: .

..."abuseI1means c;Ieparturefrom reasonabIe use in deaIing
with a personI or to injure a person physicaIIyor mentaIIy; .

ubatteryI1means the unIawfuI appIication of force to
. another person' resuIting in harmfuI or offensive contact;

ucommissioner" means.the state commissioner.for HeaIth;
uconstitutionI1means the 1999 constitution of the FederaI
RepubIic of Nigeria;
IIauthority'' means any corporate body orinstitution
registered under Nigerian Law and couId be1
governmentaI1 commerciaII reIigio~s1 charitabIe or CiviI;
IIforced IabourI1means work exacted from a person unde...
threat of penaIty and aIso that forwhich a person has not

. offered herseIf voIuntariIy but does not incIude actions
taken in an emergency. .

. IImarriageIImeans the IegaI union ofa man and woman as .

.hus~and.and wife and may be customaryI IsIamic .or
statutory; . . . .

umaternity IeaveII rneans a period of three caIendar months
beginning from the day of th~ deIivery of the baby;
"pubIic heaIth institutionI1 means hospitaIsI cIinics' heaIth

. centres and maternities owed by the FederaI1 state or. .
. LocaIGovernments; .

"stateII means Imo state of Nigeria and;
IItorture'' mea~s the infIiction of intense pain to the body or
mindI to punish a person or to obtain sadistic pIeasure;
IIwomanII means every femaIe of Imo state originI both
married and unmarried;
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3.' As from the commencement of this Law and without Marriageable
prejudice to any existing Iaw; age:



(a) marriageabIe age for any person in the state
shaII be 18 years.

(b) aII marriages in the state shaII be registered with
Marriage Registry of the Lo6aI Government' in

. which the marriage took pIace; and
(c) aII marriages shaII be with the free consent of

both parties to the marriage.
(d) No marriage shaII be denied by parents on basis

of reIigion or denomination of either of the
parties. .

4 (1) A person or .authority shaII not prevent a woman from Restrictionfrom
getting married or pregnant .by reason of her being marriage and
empIoyed by that person or authority . pregnancy.

(2) No woman shaII have her empIoyment terminated
because she is pregnant.

5. In event of contravention of section 4(1 ) and (2) of this
Law' the woman concerned shaII have the right to seek
and obtain an order of court to;
(a) restrain the offending person or authority
(b) restore her empIoyment; andIor
(c) pay appropriate damages.

6. (1)The choice of the woman shaII be paramount on
matters of

(a) c6ntroI of her fertiIity
(b) Timing' number and spacing of their chiIdren.
(c) choice of m~thod t)f fertiIity controI and famiIy

pIanning.
. (2)The HeaIth of woman shaII be . paramount to aII

considerations of reproductive right.
(3)The commissioner for HeaIth shaII authorize medicaI

abortion in cases of sexuaI assauIt, rape' incest and
in aII. cases other where the continued pregnancy
endangers the mentaI and physicaI heaIth of the
month of the Iife of the month of the foetus.

Remedies

Fertility control

7(1) Every pregnant woman shaII on confirmation of Free medical
pregnancy by a quaIified .medicaI personneI' be service in puuic
entitIed to free medicaI services incIuding free pre- Healt~



nataI and post nataI care and free deIivery Institution
irrespective of mode of deIivery and free medicaI care
for the new born during confinement in " aII pubIic
heafth institutions.

(2) Any pregnant womanI who is not given free medicaI
services in a pubIic heaIth institution shaII have the
right to petition to the commissionerI and foIIow due
process to cIaim her right as provided in this Law.

. 8. Every pregnant woman in the pubIic and private sectors
shaII be entitIed to:
(a) Reasonabte time to attend to ante-nataI cIinic; and
(b) Maternity Ieave with fuII pay from the day of deIivery

of the body. '

9 (1) A person or authority shaII not subject any pregnant
woman or nursing mother to any iII treatment, abuseI
batteryI tortureI forced IabourI serious dutiesI rape or
any other activity capabIe of endangering her Iife or
pregnancy.

(2) Death sentence shaII not be executed on pregnant or
nursing mother tiII at Ieast 3 months after deIivery.

' ' 1o. Any person or authority who contra\tenes section 9 of
this Law shaII be IiabIe on conviction to a term of not
Iess than 3 months imprisonment or to a fine of
N1ooIoooor to both such imprisonment and fine;

11. The Magistrate court shaII have Jurisdiction in aII
proceedings.and matt~rs under this Law.

12. The commissioner for HeaIth shaII have supervisory
power over this Law. ~,,,,,,~. . -

-:~' :;,BJEcT AND REAsoN
This Law is meant to extens. IIII~IUve me Keproductive
HeaIth of the womanI working nd domestic conditions of
pregnantInursing women and to enforce care of
pregnantInursing women as human rights amongst the
peopIe of the state:

Ante-natal care

and maternity
. leave

violence on
pregnant woman

offences and
penalty

Jurisdiction

Regulation
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